
POSTCARDS FROM THE PAST

During the Summer of 2011 I had the pleasure of meeting fellow-member Constantin
Erbiceanu (from Romania) in London.  As a gift to the Liszt Society, Constantin presented me 
with a small album of postcards which had been collected by his aunt, Constance Erbiceanu.

Constance Erbiceanu (1874-1961) had been a concert pianist.  She had studied in Leipzig 
(1894-1898), been taught by Carl Reinecke, given concerts in Paris, Berlin and London 
(1900-1904) and been personally acquainted with many famous composers and pianists in the 
early years of the 20th century.  Remarkably, she had also met with Brahms in Leipzig in 
1896.

The postcards themselves - largely sepia photographs - also date from the early 20th
century.  I hope members may be interested to see reproduced here a selection from them.

Overleaf (left), is a reproduction of a painting of Liszt by the now largely-forgotten German 
painter Wilhelm von Kaulbach (1805 - 1874).  Kaulbach was not a great painter and the chief 
interest arising from his association with Liszt is that he painted a mural entitled 
Hunnenschlacht (Battle of the Huns) which was apparently the source of inspiration for 
Liszt’s Symphonic Poem of that name.  To the right of it is an extremely beautiful portrait 
drawing of Liszt by Jean Dominique Ingres, the greatest draughtsman of the 19th century 
(indeed, of any century, perhaps!). This, in my opinion, is one of the most memorable images of 
Liszt as a young man that we possess.
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them in the very year of Liszt’s death.
photos of Liszt.  But “letzte Aufname 1886” indicates that this was the last photo taken by 
1886)”.  Ackermann’s is clearly the publishing house that produced this and a number of other 
is printed: “F.A. Ackermann’s Kunstverlag, Munchen. Nr.1604 FRANZ LISZT (letzte Aufname 
The next photograph is - at least to me - rather a puzzling one.  On the reverse of the postcard 

Nadar).  Can any member throw any light on this apparent anomaly?
photographs where Liszt appears as an older man (especially the famous late portraits by 
However, Liszt does not appear in the photo to be in his last year - I know of several 



The portrait drawing above right is by the German painter Franz (von) Lembach and is dated 
1881.  It appears to be a preparatory study for a more finished painting although I have not 
been able to trace such a painting (there is a finished painting of Liszt by Lembach which 
shows Liszt in profile).  To be frank, Lembach was an even lesser painter than Wilhelm von 
Kaulbach but he has none the less managed to create quite a striking and proud image.
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resident of Weimar - Johann Wolfgang von Goethe.
the buildings, walks and planting arrangements for this park were designed by another great 
Next, a photograph of the statue of Liszt erected in Weimar in the “Park an der Ilm”.  Many of 

piano.  The photo was taken in 1886 and was used as the basis of a subsequent engraving.
To the right of this photograph is a famous image of Liszt as an old man seated at an upright 



Below left is a photograph of Listz’s house in Weimar, now a museum.  A dozen years ago, or 
so, a group from the Liszt Society visited Weimar and had the pleasure of hearing Leslie 
Howard play Liszt’s own piano in this building.  A wonderful experience!

And finally, a photograph of Listz’s mausoleum in Bayreuth.  The story of Liszt’s last days in 
Bayreuth and the neglect of his daughter Cosima are 
perhaps too well-known to bear repeating here.  Suffice to 
say that Cosima, against Liszt’s wishes, had her father 
buried in the Protestant StadtFriedhof (Town Cemetery) in 
Bayreuth.  A strange resting place for an Abbé. The house 
where Liszt died in Bayreuth is now a small museum.

Jim Vincent
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